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Relevant experience
Large scale masterplanning

Food City London

Ash Sakula led a team developing a masterplan 
for a £2bn development on the site of New Covent 
Garden Market in Vauxhall, south London, adjacent 
to the new US Embassy quarter. The vision for 
New City London involves extending the existing 
wholesale market offer with a range of new uses 
including housing leisure, retail and education to 
establish a whole new urban quarter based around 
food. 

The 57 acre site, the size of London’s St James’ Park, 
will have a refurbished and enlarged market, a 
food college, hotels, shops and restaurants, a social 
enterprise food centre, experimental urban farming, 
and homes for 2,700 Londoners.

We are currently working up detailed designs for 
the south gateway building, in the foreground of 
the view below.
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Relevant experience
Humanizing a masterplan proposal

Chelsea Barracks

We were part of a team submitting proposals 
for the prestigious Chelsea Barracks site in west 
London, and these sketches were part of our 
presentation to developers Qatari Diar.
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Relevant experience
Reimagining Holborn

Holborn as it could be

We carried out a masterplan for the Holborn area 
of London showing how it could change from a dull, 
work-centred environment to a new urban village. 
These are two illustrations from our report.

British Museum

Totttenham Court Road Station 
redevelopment, incorporating 
Crossrail from 2017

Terry Farrell currently preparing 
masterplan for revitalisation of 
St Giles Circus and Centrepoint 
environs

1 Southampton Row: 
redevelopment nearing 
completion: shops and offices

New
 Oxford Street

H
igh H

olborn

St G
iles H

igh Street

Centrepoint

InHolborn Boundary 

Major redevelopment 
of St Giles Court, 
regenerating St Giles 
High Street, currently 
under construction. 
Includes housing, 
open space, offices, 
shops, restaurants, 
cafés and community 
space.

Proposed major mixed 
use redevelopment 
of New Oxford Street 
Sorting Office: to 
include housing and 
active street frontages

Former back alley becomes a shopping street
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Relevant experience
Brownfield regeneration

Leicester Waterside

Venice and Amsterdam were the inspiration for a 
vision for how a canalside post-industrial area of 
Leicester could provide a mixed use development 
of  waterside offices, shops, restaurants, a hotel and 
homes incorporating and reusing existing buildings.

The additional cost of the new canals is recouped 
by the additional premium for waterside properties. 
In place of a garden, each house has a large roof 
terrace.
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Relevant experience
Sensitive urban infill

Tibby’s Triangle, Southwold
Completion: 
March 2010
Cost: £7m
Client: Adnams

We have recently completed a new mixed use 
quarter in the heart of this beautiful, unspoilt 
seaside town in Suffolk, immediately adjacent to St 
Edmund’s churchyard. On a site of this sensitivity, 
working with the grain of the local context was 
crucial.

Built around a market square there are shops 
and a café. Further into the site are thirty four 
houses and apartments, ten affordable, all built to 
high standards of sustainability.  A new road and 
footpaths connects the new quarter through to the 
rest of town.

Tibby’s Triangle was a Project Winner in 
the 2008 Housing Design Awards
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Relevant experience
Place making

St Botolph’s, Colchester

This £50m proposal won first prize in an architect/
developer competion held by Colchester Borough 
Council for a new mixed use town quarter made of 
of new and reused buildings forming an extensive 
new public realm alongside the Roman wall.

St Botolph’s won  the Mixed Use category 
of the 2008 MIPIM Architectural Review 
Future Project Awards in Cannes. 
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Deptford

A market quarter outside the new station in 
Deptford, south-east London on the site of London’s 
earliest railway, working in collaboration with 
Rogers Stirk Habour and Partners.

The proposal turns a former goods yard into a major 
new open space hosting a daily market. The arches 
of a historic Victorian carriage ramp become market 
units and cafés.

We have recently submitted a planning application 
for this scheme and its adjacent enabling 
development.

A new 
neighbourhood
A new square 
and market place 
connecting Deptford 
High Street with the 
new railway station.

Relevant experience
Town centre regeneration

Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners | Ash Sakula38

4 RSHP Scheme

Caption
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Relevant experience
Rural campus masterplanning

Dartington Hall

Two of a series of sketches 
showing our proposals for a new 
high tech university campus 
in the grounds of an historic 
medieval manor house.
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Ouseburn, East Bank waterside housing

We are working with public and private partners 
to regenerate a run down former industrial area 
of Newcastle. Our prize-winning proposal 
comprises terraces of 71 houses and flats, 
with commercial and community uses 
activating ground floors.

All houses have private gardens and 
terraces and a new public realm links 
to the surrounding street pattern 
and to a new riverside walk.

Relevant experience
Industrial wasteland to new community
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Bold Lane, Derby

A high-density mixed use 
scheme in Derby’s Cathedral 
Quarter. Ash Sakula’s won first 
prize in an invited competition 
for its original masterplan. We 
have now achieved planning 
permission for this development 
in a sensitive conservation area 
and are currently completing 
tender drawings.

The project is due to complete 
in 2014 and contains offices, 
residential, a library, museum, 
hotel, creative industries and 
retail.

Relevant experience
A new mixed use community
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Relevant experience
Re-envisioning a market square

Northampton Market Square

Proposals for a revamp of 
Northampton’s historic market 
square creating flexible, managed 
open space - a living room for the 
city.
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Exemplary sustainability

We acknowledge that construction is inherently 
a counter-ecological activity. So we believe that 
true ecological sustainability comes from making 
buildings that carry on being useful and well-
loved for a very long time. We use future scenarios 
planning to lock in flexibility of use and bed new 
architecture into old contexts.

Our new building for Huddersfield’s Media Centre 
for instance is set among listed buildings, and 
was opened by HM the Queen in May 2007. It 
contains 52 creative studios with touch down  and 
social spaces to build the business community. It 
is naturally ventilated using an innovative passive 
solar chimney between an inner and outer facade, 
developed in conjunction with the BRE (Building 
Research Establishment). Air is pre-cooled in a rock 
cellar in summer and pre-warmed in winter using 
a ground source heat pump. The double facade 
allows you to open windows, while shielding you 
from the noise of the adjacent ring road.

At the Hothouse in Hackney (lower image) a large 
array of photovoltaic panels provides useful power 
as well as attractively roofing a rooftop gallery.

‘I see. Very simple, but very effective.’
HM the Queen

A Statement on Sustainability
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Partner Cany Ash MA RIBA FRSA  
Since graduating from Cambridge, Cany
Ash has worked in Berlin and New 
York, pioneering the world’s first 
farmers’ market. In 1994 she set up 
Ash Sakula Architects with Robert 
Sakula. Currently she is working with  
a group of community enterprises 
networked through a primary school 
in Somers Town Kings Cross to form 
a new kind of community hub. She is 
an RIBA competitions Advisor, an RIBA 
Prize jury member, a member of Action 
for Children’s Arts, a CABE Enabler 
specialising in education and a Client 
Design Advisor for schools projects. 
Jointly with Robert Sakula she leads all 
Ash Sakula’s projects. 

Partner Robert Sakula BA BArch RIBA 
After studying at the University of
Liverpool, Robert Sakula worked for Sir
Clough Williams-Ellis at Portmeirion, and
with David Lea, a pioneer in sustainable
architecture. He then joined DEGW
Architects, working on projects in 
Mexico, Monte Carlo and the UK before 
forming Ash Sakula Architects with Cany 
Ash in 1994. Currently he is working with 
Frederik on a new quarter in medieval 
Derby. Robert Sakula has taught
architectural design at the Architectural
Association, the University of North
London and the University of East 
London, and is an external examiner at
Westminster University and Kent
University. He is an RIBA Competitions
Advisor and a Civic Trust Awards 
Assessor. Jointly with Cany Ash he leads 
all Ash Sakula’s projects. 

Ash Sakula Architects

‘Cany Ash and Robert Sakula have the 
enterprising, lateral-thinking attitude of 
the artist, earning their crust turning the 
utilitarian into gold.’  
The Times

Ash Sakula Architects
CVs



5 Hatton Wall
London EC1N 8HX

www.ashsak.com

contact Robert Sakula
T 020 7831 0195
robert@ashsak.com

Ash Sakula Architects

Conference Centre, Churchill College, Cambridge


